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Your Excellency Dr. Chea Vandeth, Minister of Post and Telecommunications,
Members of the Cambodia Internet Governance Forum Muti-stakeholder group,
Excellencies, distinguished guests, partners, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,
It is my great honor to join you this morning for the opening of Cambodia’s first-ever Internet Governance Forum. This is a historic moment in Cambodia’s digital development, and UNESCO is very proud to co-host this event together with the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications and the many stakeholders who have contributed to making this milestone possible.
The Cambodian National Internet Governance Forum is a national multistakeholder platform for open and inclusive dialogue on internet-related issues of importance to Cambodia. It forms part of the global family of national and regional Internet Governance initiatives. Its establishment reflects Cambodia’s strong commitment to ensuring that its digital future is shaped collectively, transparently, and inclusively.
Allow me to congratulate the Royal Government of Cambodia—particularly the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications—for your leadership, vision, and commitment to building an open, rights-respecting, and inclusive digital society. Today’s forum brings together voices from government, civil society, academia, media, the private sector, youth, and marginalized communities—creating the collaborative environment needed to advance digital governance grounded in public interest.
UNESCO is especially pleased that today’s Internet Governance Forum also marks the official launch of the recommendations of the Internet Universality Indicators assessment, conducted by UNESCO and the Cambodia Academy of Digital Technology under the IPDC program. This assessment—guided by UNESCO’s principles of Rights, Openness, Accessibility, and Multistakeholder participation—highlighted the need to establish a national Internet Governance Forum as a key recommendation. Cambodia is now turning that recommendation into action, demonstrating national ownership and a commitment to evidence-based digital policy development.
We are also delighted that UNESCO’s long-standing expert, Mr. Toby Mendel, is attending the discussions today. As Executive Director of the Centre for Law and Democracy, he brings deep global expertise on legislation, rights, transparency, and digital governance. His participation will enrich the conversation around regulatory frameworks, access to information, and the protection of fundamental rights in the digital age.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Cambodia’s proactive leadership in digital transformation has been increasingly visible. Just two weeks ago, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, together with MPTC, the Rector Council of Cambodia, and the Cambodian Academy of Digital Technology, convened the National Conference on AI for Education—another direct follow-up to UNESCO’s AI Ethics Readiness Assessment (RAM),which recommended that Cambodia establish sector-specific platforms to advance responsible and human-centred AI development, starting with education. That conference transformed those recommendations into meaningful dialogue and concrete planning for an ethical and inclusive AI ecosystem.
Taken together, the AI for Education Conference and today’s inaugural Internet Governance Forum clearly illustrate that the recommendations of both the RAM and Internet Universality Indicators assessments are being taken seriously—and more importantly, are being translated into tangible action. These events show that Cambodia is moving from assessment to implementation, and from vision to coordinated national response.
The theme of this year’s Governance Forum—“Building Cambodia’s Inclusive Digital Society”—is both timely and forward-looking. The discussions over these two days, from online safety in the age of AI to meaningful connectivity, youth empowerment, and data governance, will be essential for ensuring that every Cambodian can fully participate in and benefit from the digital economy.
Through today’s Internet Governance Forum, Cambodia is officially joining the global community of national and regional forums, demonstrating leadership, transparency, and a commitment to multistakeholder participation. This is digital governance in action, and it will be vital in shaping a safe, open, and inclusive digital future for all Cambodians.
In closing, I would like to congratulate the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, CADT, Open Development Cambodia, civil society partners, the private sector, youth networks, and all contributors to this important milestone. UNESCO stands ready to continue our partnership to advance an open, safe, inclusive, and human-centred digital society for all.
Thank you.


